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… what to include in the the application portfolio?

The content and format of your portfolio will depend much on your previous study 
background. It should include a coherent demonstration of your academic works and 
projects even if they are not completely architecture related. Research and study 
projects, as well as extracurricular experiences, are important sources to draw upon. At 
the same you should include evidence of skills relevant to your study destination.

Most important is the general quality of your projects and pieces of work, and how well 
they are documented and presented. In view to content we encourage you to include:

Design projects, including the development process

Research projects, and all other relevant project work.

Extracurricular activities and experiences such as work placements and internships. 

Additional pieces of work for example art and design projects, studies, 
documentations etc. with relevance for your study destination.  



Portfolio Guidance – Graduate Diploma in Architecture

skills and capacities 

Manual: sketching, drawing, model making, photography, art and design related skills etc.

IT: confident application of standard software including graphical and image processing 
software, for design also CAD and rendering.

Graphical: the ability to professionally arrange and present your materials. 

Academic: methodical studies, case studies, accumulation and evaluation of relevant 
materials, the ability to process and synthesise information and materials. 

Communication: the ability to coherently present processes and outcomes graphically 
and verbally. 

In this stage of your personal career you will have acquired a range of skills and capacities 
which will support you on your progression towards your studies for a Master degree.
Depending whether you will opt for a design pathway design related skills are more 
important or for none design the more academic skills. Skills which should be evident are: 



knowledge 
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Theoretical: Project work usually demonstrates the application of theoretical 
knowledge but can also be evident in other project work.

Literature: Projects will relate also to relevant literature in the field you’ve studied. 

Technology: Technological aspects can refer to material and structure related 
aspects, evident in models and technical drawings, or documented in the design 
development process.   

Research: Methodologies on who to acquire and evaluate information and to 
formulate new outcomes, once again is usually well demonstrated in academic or 
design related study projects.    

Project work in general is applied knowledge, hence doesn’t necessarily require 
additionally demonstration. However, it can be important that evidence of 
technological, theoretical, literature or research related knowledge can be identified:



personal statement 
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Please explain your motivation why you want to study for a 
Masters Degree in United Kingdom and at Newcastle University in 
particular and what you expect of these studies. 

Also tell us about your precious study experiences, your interests 
and what really matters to you.

Your statement can be rather compact, around 300 to 500 words is 
usually fully sufficient. Be coherent, concise and honest. The 
personal statement is an important part of your application and 
can make a difference how your application and portfolio is 
perceived.

You can illustrate your statement with selected supportive images.



format

Ideally you submit your portfolio electronically together with your application as one 
pdf file with a maximum file size of 15MB.

The layout format may depend on your project and subject area of your previous 
studies and can vary between landscape or portrait format and also between page / 
sheet size (A3 / A2).

There is no limitation in view to the extend as long the content is relevant, however we 
would expect at least a minimum of 12 sheets of relevant work.  

Your portfolio should be graphically well arranged and self explaining. All included work 
should have annotations and short explanations. 
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samples
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The following samples are a only a selection of single portfolio pages from different 
previous applications.

The samples represent different disciplines, demonstrating a range of relevant skills and 
capabilities which are important for a successful submission.

On this course, students come from a wide range of backgrounds including social science, 
mapping and surveying, structural engineering, mechanical engineering, landscape design, 
urban design and other fields of study.

Depending on your background your portfolio may look very different. The following 
samples are only intended to demonstrate the diverse nature of the different applicants 
and the average quality.



samples
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historical and contextual research and exploration, preparatory research towards a design project



samples
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landscape design, context studies and site layout



samples
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surveying, study on widow typologies in a faced



samples
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manual drawing and design, studies on native architecture, small scale design project 



samples
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urban development, context analysis and development



… samples
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experimental model making, rendering, design project development 



samples
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landscape design exploration



samples
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sociological research



… samples
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design theoretical and historical research, essay writing and artistic reflection 


